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in their beautiful country houses ; under them, and to a large
extent dependent on them, the fanners ; and, finally, the
labourers, who are dependent for their whole existence on
the landowner. In England, that peasant class, which is
the great strength of Germany, has been swallowed up by the
aristocracy, and consequently the parliamentary system
has developed in the direction of an entirely aristocratic
government. Although, since the days of the elder Pitt, the
great debates have always taken place in the House of
Commons, it would be quite incorrect to assume that the
House of Lords has been powerless since that date. Who
elected the members of the House of Commons ? No one
else but the Lords. The House of Commons was composed
in the first place of the younger sons, cousins and nephews
of the peers (who themselves represented the elite of the
State in the House of Lords), and, in the second place, of the
mere creatures of the peers, who were elected according to
the orders of the great landowners. Every lord had in
his pocket a number of electoral districts, the members for
which he himself selected.

" Hence it was inconceivable that there should be a dis-
agreement on any matter of principle between the Upper and
the Lower House, and such a disagreement never actually
occurred in the eighteenth century. Hence this powerful
nobility, which so outshone the court that the latter no
longer was nor is the central point of good society, deter-
mined, by its party organisation, the whole development of
the State. The two great parties of the Tories and the
Whigs were fundamentally agreed as to the principles of
government. The only cause of contention was the applica-
tion of these principles in a particular case. The important
thing was the struggle for power for its own sake. The
party struggle was therefore comparatively mild ; often,
in fact, it seemed absolutely meaningless ; but it was just
this fact that prevented it from ever threatening the existence
of the State. The fact that these party contentions did not
disturb the peace of the administration and the maintenance